PAUL PREACHING BEFORE FELIX THE GOVERNOR

By Rev. A Moerkerken
Ps 330: 3,4 – 140:1 – 414:1,2,4 – 255:3,4 – 201:5,6,7
Read Acts 24 ;Text vss 24 & 25
1. The contents of this preaching
· The preacher is Saul of Tarsus
· Hearers are 
· Felix 
· name means: The happy one. 
· was an exceptional blood-thirsty man.
· hated by the Jews! 
· Drusilla
· 17 years
· of exceptional beauty, but exceptional hardness of heart
· daughter of Herod
· Sermon theme: "The faith in Christ" 
· Is not the same as to hear of Christ (compare HC LD 7)

· First point: Righteousness
· Righteousness of man: Felix must rule with justice according to the laws of God
· Righteousness of God: Divine perfection by which God does hate and punish all sin (compare also HC LD 5). 
· Appl: Have you learned to know the justice of God?


· Second point: Temperance
· Original: “continence” or “chastity”
· Paul pointed out the horrible sin in which they are living.
· When God converts a person He begins with showing him his actual bosom sin. 
· Appl: Do you know of time that God made sin to be sin and guilt to be guilt?

· Third point: Judgment to come
· Dying is to meet God: stand before the judgment seat of God
· Dreadful day of days when the great King shall come to judge the living and the dead
2. The result of this preaching
2.1 Felix trembled
· Was the common work of Holy Spirit
· can go tremendously far
· Trembling can also be the beginning of the work of God (Noah, Moses, Ps 116)
· Saving work has sorrow 

2.2 Drusilla was not affected
· Was a Jewess
2.3 Paul's preaching was not useless.

3. The rejection of this preaching

· Felix gives a  respectable answer (some people reject the Gospel in wild and angry enmity)

· Appl: do we reject the Gospel, albeit respectfully, by constantly putting off the day of conversion? 
· Is because you do not want let go of that Drusilla
· take care of impressions and ask the Lord not to let them pass away, but sanctify them, and become His saving work.

· Word was rejected by Felix, but apostle did not preach in vain
· sermon of Paul came back one day, but then it was too late
· Appl: turn from your way and live
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