Scripture Reading: Mark 1:14-15; 32-39; 2:1-12
Confession of Faith and other readings from back of the Psalter:  

    ● Apostle’s Creed (pg 1)   ● Canons I, 18 (pg 100)  ● Catechism 12 (pg 40)

Singing: 238:1-3 – 183:1-4 – 428:5, 10 – 232:1-3
Introduction:  Who do you rather see?  Dr. Smith or Mr. Smith? 

How is King Jesus Christ the Saviour?

1) He brings the Father’s word to sinners   2) He represents His followers before the Father’s throne   3) He frees and governs the Father’s chosen people

I. Jesus Christ is Saviour first of all by preaching the Father’s word to sinners
A. Mark wrote that Jesus came ‘preaching  the gospel of the Kingdom’ (1:14-15)

     1. Jesus is foremost preacher of the Father’s message: Mark 1:37-38; 2:2; John 17:6
     2. The ‘gospel of the Kingdom’ is His Father’s secret counsel and will of God 

concerning (the way and means of) our redemption (LD 12, Col. 1:26)

a. the full extent remained hidden until Christ came (Heb. 1:1-3)

B. So what is Father’s will and counsel regarding our redemption He made known?

      1. That He calls us first of all to repent from every sin in our life (Mark 1:15)


a. though there are countless forms of sin, they are variations of self-idolatry


● we are born ‘pros’ at self-idolatry (Rom. 1:25)




● in our child-age we profess it unashamed while as adults we have 



    become sophisticated deceivers (Jer. 13:23)


● this ‘self-centeredness’ is the hidden root of many other sins


b. this self-absorption-attitude is our main problem & source of misery

c. Jesus makes this very clear in Mark 2:1-5



● the King’s surprising action isn’t because He missed the point!



● the King’s first action is revealing what our main problem is!



● this friend was resting all his hopes on being able to walk again 


d. Jesus reveals that our main problem is spiritual: lodged in our hearts! 

e. therefore Jesus first action deals with the spiritual issue we all face 
       2. What is the ‘repentance’ Jesus reveals as the Father’s will? 


a. He calls us to turn from our self-centeredness-attitude 


b. Repentance is therefore changing of how you think about yourself & God


       ● repentance includes setting out on a new course or focus of living

       ● it is not about undoing or ignoring your past deeds (impossible)


       ● it is turning away from a way of life in which ‘you serve king Self!’


c. if you desire to taste ‘joy’ in your life then the Father’s will is repent!
Reflection: Is King Jesus saving you through this first part of His prophetic ministry? 

A. Jesus Christ not only reveals His Father’s will regarding ‘repentance’ but also works 

     by the Holy Spirit repentance in sinners hearts!

     1. As you hear His message, have you experienced its irresistible power? 

     2. Is this truth making you feel loathsome about yourself (Ezek. 36:31)?


a. Christ’s saving work is to break us down in self-regard 

b. Christ’s saving ministry … brings ‘godly sorrow that works repentance’

      3. Is this reality making your strive to turn away from this sin of all sin? (Acts 2:37)

