Scripture Reading:  Luke 2:21-40

Confessional Readings:  Apostle’s Creed and Canons I, 16

Singing: 226:1-3 – 448:1, 4 – 22:1-3 – 450:1-2 
Holy Spirit: Pay special attention to Simeon and Anna!

A. To encourage 

B. To search 

Are you Simeon’s travel companion? 
1) What is drawing you?  2) What is comforting you? 

I. Simeon’s journey was because he felt drawn to Christ 
A. Who doubts that Simeon was a blessed man? 

      1. Grace made him stand out in a crowd as a beautiful tree with a deep root: vs. 25

a. the deep root is that he was devout in heart

b. the beautiful tree is that he was just in life
B. Yet let’s not forget that Simeon used to be like us all still are or were

      1. There was a time his name wasn’t reflection his character 


a. as we all, Simeon would have been drawn to self      


b. what’s drawing you at this stage of your life? 

      2. Somewhere and somehow in his journey he was transplanted by the Holy Spirit 


a. his heart was opened by the Holy Spirit to hear differently 


b. once Simeon’s attention was caught, he began to listen to God & conscience 


c. has God your earnest attention? 
C.  Somewhere in his search for real comfort, he discovered the Gospel promise

       1. though it was revealed to him for his feeling it was a discovery
       2. is the Gospel promise a drawing power of hope in your heart also? 


a. you are blessed if you hear and wait daily like Simeon!


b. you may have to wait like Simeon till God’s time has come (Lam 3:25-26)!

       3.  as Simeon, you can’t be satisfied with the ‘promise’ without the fulfilment 
II. Simeon’s journey led to Christ in whom he found all his comfort 
A.  One day the Spirit specifically urged Simeon to go to the temple (vs. 27)

       1. What was there to see or find in the temple? (Ex. 25; Ps. 27:4)

       2. What would have been his first reaction when the Spirit led him to this simple 


couple with their small baby? 
B. Simeon’s actions of faith is written for our learning (28-32) 

       1. He receive this Child in faith (vs. 28a)
       2. He blessed God for this Child (vs. 28b)

       3. He request God to dismiss him in peace on basis of this Child (vs. 29)
       4. He proclaimed this Gospel provision to be universal (vs. 30-31) 

Closing Thoughts:  Answers on your inner objections or fears…

       1. How can I receive Him as my own since I am so unworthy and unfit?

       2. What is it then to ‘receive Him as my own as Simeon did?’ 

       3. How can I ask my holy and just God to dismiss me in peace? 

       4. How can I be sure that this Gospel message is also for me?  Simeon was led by 


the Spirit but how would I know I am?   

