Scripture Reading: Matt. 6:19-34
Confession Readings: Nicene Creed – Canons I, 15,  Heidelberg Cat, 9-10

Singing: 211:1-3 – 202:1-3 – 100:1-4 – 34:1, 2, 3, 10
Intro:  The ‘veterans in faith’ command our attention! (Phil. 4 & Ps. 37)

The Faith in God the Father  (2)

1) What this faith knows?  2) How this faith acts?

I. What this faith knows?
A. This faith knows 
      1. that God is a Father Who ‘pities those that fear Him’ (Ps. 103:13)

      2. that God is an Almighty Father  Who holds universe (Is. 40:12-31)
      3. that God is all-wise Father Who never errs in planning and doing (Ps. 18:30) 


a. God’s counsel refers to God’s thinking out the details of each life

b. God’s providence refers to His carrying out His detailed plan 
      4. that God is a feeling Father (Lam 3:32-33; Heb. 12:5-11)


a. His love can be very tough (Heb. 12:11)


b. Yet He keeps His eye on the final crop 

      5. that God is his Father for Jesus Christ’s sake (Eph. 1:3)

a. this assurance is the back -bone of Paul’s contentment (Phil. 4:19-20)

B. Knowing these truth … is a ‘rock solid ground’ (Phil. 4:19; Matt. 6:25-24)
II. How does this faith acts? 

A. Faith is something that lives: active power of God that brings actions/fruits 
      1. The activties of faith vary

      2. Faith and its exercises are as dependent upon God as our natural life (John 15:4)

B. Faith actions regarding God’s providence are three-fold: Knowing that God the     

     Father is my almighty, wise, faithful, feeling and loving Father … 
      1. enables me to be patient in adversity

a. this patience is far more than silence 


b. this patience is worship of God in submission – trusting – thankfulness: 



● Job 1:20-22; 2 Cor. 12:9-10 


c. possessing such patience doesn’t prevent struggles 
      2. enables me to be thankful in prosperity: Phil 4:11-12

a. prosperity is everything we have above what we deserve (hell) 

      3.  enables me to be trustful for the future: Mark 5:36; Phil 4:6


a. even though Jarius’ daughter was nearly dead, Jesus asked him to trust Him

Closing Observations:  
A. Why do we think so often like Jacob: all these things are gainst me!
      1. Such is the language of thoughts of unbelief each believer will combat!

      2. What does the Father expect His children to do?  John 15:7

B. What is your comfort or confidence who have not surrendered to the call and 
     purpose of the King and His Father? 

      1. You are on your own!

      2. Yet you don’t need to remain on your own!  

