Growth:  A Supernatural Work

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. (1 Cor 3:6)
The church is a living organism.  It is God’s creation with Jesus Christ as its Head.  From Him all life flows (John 14:6).  God uses people in this great supernatural work, as Paul explained in the verse above.  We know that unless the Lord builds the house we labour in vain (Ps. 127:1).  The translation or transfer of a soul from the kingdom of darkness to that of light is a spiritual, supernatural process (Col. 1:14).

Jesus taught that it is the Father Who draws sinners (John 6:44).  It is the Holy Spirit Who convicts (John 16:8-11).  It is He who brings people to confession and works the conversion of a lost sinner (1 Cor. 12:3;  Titus 3:5).  He also strengthens and empowers the believer to live the life of godliness (Eph. 3:16).  He guides into truth and gives spiritual gifts which promote the unity of the body (1 Cor 12:25), building up the church thus avoiding disunity and strife which stunts growth (1 Cor. 14:12).

We as church hold to these fundamental spiritual truths.  However, the degree to which we are convinced that all real growth is ultimately a supernatural process and are prepared to act upon that belief, will be directly reflected in the priority that we give to personal and corporate prayer life of the church.    

Nothing that we do will bring about the renewal of a person or the revival of a church and its surrounding community.  No work of us will open the hearts of sinners.   The driving force of any church is those who are engaged in prayer before Him Who not only created heaven and earth but open the gates of hell.  We need to recognize that only He can do the extra-ordinary things.  

When we really accept that simple truth it will be reflected in our prayers. 

Hopefully you did a bit of personal reflection and mutual discussion on the thought I left with you in last week’s portion.  If you didn’t then it is not too late to start.  But  let’s move from thinking and talking about the need to set aside times for personal and corporate (united) prayer to doing it. 

One suggestion was made to set aside a particular ‘half hour’ in the week in which we ‘spiritually’ unite before God’s throne in prayer on the need for revival, “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel … shine forth … stir up thy strength and come and save us.  Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.”  (Ps. 80:1-2) I am looking forward to your thoughts.

Pastor Vergunst 
(Some of these reflections are drawn from Dr. S. Robinson’s booklet on prayer.)  
