Bible Study John

Focus: John 15:11-27

Though the last time we covered the first 15 verses of John 15, we back spaced a bit to begin with a few more questions on John 15:11ff.   It is the intention to spend two evenings on the discussion of these questions. 
1. In vs. 11 Jesus speaks about His joy and His desire that His followers would experience His joy also.  It is obvious that this joy had nothing to do with physical achievements, wealth, pleasure, power, popularity, physical beauty, success etc.  This was the night before His betrayal, arrest, trial and crucifixion which He knew was close at hand.  It must not have been an emotional joy because shortly He will say, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death.”  Was this an emotional joy?  Check the following passages:  Matt. 25:21, 23; Luke 6:23; 10:20;  Acts 5:41;  8:39; 13:52;  16:34;  Rom. 15:13; Gal. 5:22;  Phil. 2:17;  3:1; 4:4)


a. Try to define the joy that Jesus then was speaking about.  


b. What instruction(s) given in this chapter would deepen the experience of joy? 


c. What are the times when you experience or have experienced something of this joy? 
2. How does Jesus define love in vs. 12-13?  How did and does the Lord Jesus illustrate or rather live this love?   Can you share some other verses that illustrate that?

3. We are to be willing to give our lives for Him and for one another.  But most of us will not need to do that in a physical way.  How then can we demonstrate this love?  

4. Jesus used a tender word to describe His relationship to His disciples: friends instead of servants. 
a. What is the Lord Jesus trying to communicate by using this word ‘friend?’ 

b. What are the distinctions between servants and friends?   
c. How are good friendship relationships maintained? 

d. Scanning Paul’s letter, it is clear that he never said, “I, Paul, the friend of Jesus Christ.” 
Instead Paul always referred to himself as the ‘servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  What 

might have been his reasons for that? 
5. What is the purpose Jesus has chosen them? (vs. 16) How does prayer fit into that purpose?  

6. Are all God’s people going to be hated by the world?  If so, what reasons did Jesus give in these words that His friends will be hated?  
7.  Scripture often uses “the world” to refer to people or society in general who live according to their own desires, rather than following God’s will. As a result, “the world” becomes an expression for the unconverted, unspiritual mass of humanity, in contrast to the followers of Christ.
a. What comfort can we have when the world hates us?

         b. Can you find some other passages that speak about suffering for Christ’s and how we are 
 to face it?  
 
8.  Pratt wrote, “The world especially hates those who excel in moral or spiritual matters. Good people, by their very lives, rebuke the world for not living up to the same high standard. When nobody does right, sinners feel justified in their wrong: “See, nobody can do any better than I am.” But when others are doing better, then the evil man has no excuse for his sins. So, he resents the one who does right. He may even attempt to cause the good person to stumble into sin or quit doing right. He may rejoice when sins are found in the lives of supposedly good people. If no sins are found, he makes up some false accusation to make it appear good people are not good. Then the sinner can again feel justified.” 

a.  How do these thoughts encourage you? 

b. Where does the Lord assume that His people will be different than the world? 

c. What would be some of the ways in which His people are to be different than the world? 

d. If we don’t experience the hatred of the world, does that indicate that the world is 
mellower or that the church is shallower?   
9. Jesus indicated that the world do these things because of ‘lack of knowledge?’  (vs. 21)  What did He mean with that? What exactly does He mean here with sin?  
10. How can it be that ‘the world had not had sin’ when Jesus wouldn’t have come (vs. 23-24)?  Why does this truth make evangelism or witnessing work so serious? 

11. What will the Holy Spirit testify about the Lord Jesus? (vs. 26)  How does He do that?  How will this testimony be experienced both as a comfort and a discomfort? 

12. The Holy Spirit will testify but Jesus said that His disciples would also do that (vs. 27).  


a.  How are believers to testify about the Lord Jesus? 


b. Can you find two examples where the apostles did do this? 


c.  Is this instruction valid for every individual believer or is this given to the 

apostles and those called into the ministry? 

